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SBJECT: AUGUST/PROTEST AGAINST RISING COST OP LIVING WAS 
PEACEFUL 

REF: GUATEMALA 3808 

1. STUDENTS' AND TEACHERS' DEMONSTRATION ON AUGUST 7 PROTESTING 
HIGH COST OP LIVING PROCEEDED PEACEPULLY WITH ABOUT 3000 
PERSONS (ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS) MARCHING THRU NEAR- 
DOWNTOWN ZONE 4 TO PLAZA IN PRONT OP TRAIN STATION. CROWD THEN 
LISTENED TO SPEECHES BY LEADERS OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' 

ASSOCIATION (AEU), TEACHERS' PRONT (PNM), AND CHRISTIAN DEMO- 
CRATIC LABOR GROUP (CNT). CROWD DISPERSED AT 8:30 PM. HEAVY 
RAINPALL THRUOUT APTERNOON AND EVENING DAMPENED ENTIRE APPAIR. 

2. REGARDING DEATH OP STUDENT RODRIGUEZ BRACAMONTE, AUG 7 
APTERNOON PRESS CARRIED DENIALS BY VICTIM'S MOTHER THAT HE HAD 
BEEN ABDUCTED PROM HOME BY ARMED MEN IN VEHICLE SIMILAR TO 
THOSE USED BY NATIONAL POLICE. CHANGING STORY PROM THAT ORIGINALLY 
REPORTED BY PRESS, SHE SAID THAT HE HAD "LEPT HOME TO BUY A 
NEWSPAPER AND NEVER CAME BACK." GOG ALSO ANNOUNCED THE ARREST 
OP TWO "COMMON CRIMINALS " WITH LONG RECORDS AND DECLARED THEM 
TO BE RODRIGUEZ' ASSAILANTS. THE ACCUSED ARE NOW UNDER 
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"INTERROGATION" TO DETERMINE IP OTHERS PARTICIPATED IN CRIME. 
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IN CONTRAST TO ITS NORMAL PRACTICE, GOG DID NOT GIVE DETAILS 
ON EVIDENCE THAT LED TO ARRESTS. 

COMMENT: WITH TEACHERS' MAIN GRIEVANCE OVER PAY RAISES DISPOSED 
OF AND PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION COMPLETED, POTENTIAL FOR IMMEDIATE 
CRYSTALIZATION OF POPULAR DISCONTENT OVER INCREASES OF COST 
OF LIVING HAS PASSED. THE RISING CONSUMER PRICE INDEX MAY STILL, 

HOWEVER, SPARK MORE TROUBLE FOR THE GOG IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

ALTHOUGH DEATH OF RODRIGUEZ CAME AT MOST INAPPROPRIATE TIME, 

THIS ASPECT OF CURRENT PROBLEMS HAS PROBABLY NOW ASSUMED ONLY 
MINOR IMPORTANCE IN GUATEMALA'S LONG HISTORY OF VIOLENCE. 

BOWDLER 
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